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1 INT. GEOFF’S HOME. SPRINGWOOD QLD. NIGHT. 1

An obscured male figure sits with a phone to his ear
listening to a late night phone-in radio quiz show. He is
GEOFF, From Springwood.

TONY THE RADIO ANOUNCER (O/S)
Kathmandu. Seems like a logical
answer doesn’t it? But
unfortunately it is incorrect.
Geoff from Springwood, you are
the next participant on tonight’s
quiz. How are you travelling on
this fine evening?

Geoff’s voice quivers as he responds to TONY THE RADIO
ANNOUNCER’S question.

GEOFF
Hi. How are you Tony?

TONY THE RADIO ANNOUNCER (O/S)
Great mate, just great. I
couldn’t be better thanks for
asking. How are you?

GEOFF
Yeah good, pretty good.

TONY THE RADIO ANNOUNCER (O/S)
Now Maureen from Bendigo just
bowed out on question 24, leaving
you only one answer away from
winning the quiz. It’s all yours
for the taking Geoff, are you
ready?

GEOFF
Let’s hope so Tony. Could you
please repeat the question?

TONY THE RADIO ANNOUNCER (O/S)
No problem. Located at 3,640
metres above sea level, what is
the name of world’s highest
capital city? The previous answer
Kathmandu was incorrect.

GEOFF
Hmmm, nothing’s jumping out at me
Tony. Could you possibly give me
a clue?

TONY THE RADIO ANNOUNCER (O/S)
Well it’s a South American city,
I can tell you that much.
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GEOFF
A South American city, South
America.

Geoff pauses briefly before replying sharply.

GEOFF (CONT’D)
Does it start with an "L"?

TONY THE RADIO ANNOUNCER (O/S)
Yes, yes it does.

GEOFF
Is it the capital of Peru Tony?
Lima?

TONY THE RADIO ANNOUNCER (O/S)
No sorry Geoff, it’s not Lima.
Glen from The Gap, you’re next
mate, any ideas?

Geoff is disconnected from the phone-in radio quiz.

2 INT. CHINESE RESTAURANT. SPRINGWOOD QLD. DAY 2

Geoff (26) sits in a booth- styled table next to his best
friend JEREMY (26). The two talk while consuming Chinese
food.

GEOFF
So you walked right up to these
people and called them sons of
bitches?

JEREMY
I called them poor sons of
bitches. And I didn’t say it to
them directly, it was just a
passing remark.

GEOFF
But why did you say it?

JEREMY
Cause they were a sorry sight.
You should have seen ’em. Sitting
there in their high visibility
vests exhausted after a hard
day’s work. It was a brutal
scene, man.

GEOFF
And you’re sure they didn’t hear
you.
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JEREMY
Yes, I am sure.

GEOFF
So what’s the hoo-ha about then?

JEREMY
Well Mum wasn’t too happy with
the remark.

GEOFF
She wasn’t?

JEREMY
No, she slapped me on the back of
the head for it. She physically
assaulted me.

GEOFF
So you don’t think you have done
anything wrong?

JEREMY
No not all, I’ve heard her say
far worse things, quite
frequently might I add. Plus,
’sorry sons of bitches’ is hardly
a derogatory slur. If anything
it’s an endearing observation.

GEOFF
I am not sure if it’s endearing.

JEREMY
Sure it is. Dogs are great.

A brief pause comes over the conversation as Geoff
consumes half of a spring roll before placing it back on
the plate.

JEREMY (CONT’D)
They are my favourite animals you
know.

GEOFF
Really?

JEREMY
Yes sir, the domestic canine is a
truly majestic animal. What’s
yours?

GEOFF
What’s what?
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JEREMY
What’s your favourite animal?

Geoff pauses to consider.

GEOFF
I’ve always been fond of seals.

JEREMY
Seals? Those blubbery fools!

GEOFF
They are pretty funny man. And
when you think about it they’re
practically the dogs of the
ocean.

Jeremy pauses to consider Geoff’s comment.

JEREMY
I guess they are. Now be honest
with me, how would you feel to be
called a sorry son of a bitch?
Personally, I would be honoured
to be called anything dog
related, even a mutt.

GEOFF
I’ve certainly been called worse
things.

Geoff consumes the other half of his spring roll.

GEOFF (CONT’D)
So I had another run-in with that
Fireman.

JEREMY
What Fireman?

GEOFF
The one you threw the rock at.

JEREMY
Now that guy is a genuine ’son of
a bitch’. That is, if I am to use
that colloquialism in its popular
form. What’s his name again,
Michael or Mick Ogilvie?

GEOFF
Something like that.

JEREMY
Where did you see him?
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GEOFF
Arndale. He glared at me in the
produce section of Woolworths. I
was picking up some apples; he
was getting some grapes.

JEREMY
Gee.

GEOFF
It’s the third time I have seen
him there and its always an
uncomfortable encounter. I think
I am going to have to start
shopping elsewhere.

JEREMY
Geoff, don’t mind that guy. If
you concern yourself with him,
that means he is getting the
better of you.

GEOFF
Perhaps. And I know it was almost
10 years ago but I always feel
uncomfortable, even a bit
remorseful when I see him.

JEREMY
Remorseful! Listen, I don’t have
an ounce of remorse about what
happened. That guy had it coming
to him. If I didn’t give him his
comeuppance someone else would
have. And as I have told you so
many times before, I threw that
rock towards his truck; I didn’t
mean to hit him.

GEOFF
Yeah, yeah I know. He was being a
total bozo and I’m not even sure
if he would still recognise me.
But still, it’s always an awkward
encounter. I have to admit
something though. He looks great
in that uniform.

JEREMY
You really think so?

GEOFF
Yeah every time I see him I am
impressed by it. It’s smart and
proper. He’s even got this sharp
military style haircut to go with
it. His whole look commands
respect.
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JEREMY
The military haircut does seem to
be in vogue at the moment.

GEOFF
Yes, they certainly are. I think
fire fighting would be a pretty
good job too, if you were to
remove the actual practice of
fighting fires.

JEREMY
You do?

GEOFF
Yeah it seems like an admirable
job, better than mine at least. I
mean what am I doing?

JEREMY
Well you are putting pictures,
paintings and other assorted
graphic images in wood or
wood-like frames aren’t you?

GEOFF
Yes, but why?

JEREMY
So people can adorn the walls of
their homes with these important
illustrations.

GEOFF
Yes, yes. But why am I doing it?
What’s in it for me? I just turn
up and waste my days away.

JEREMY
Isn’t that what we all do?

GEOFF
I suppose. But I do spend awful
lot of time at work.

JEREMY
Mate, your jobs fine, just think
of it as noble distraction.

GEOFF
That’s a positive way of putting
it.

A pause in conversation ensues.
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GEOFF (CONT’D)
I saw this thing on TV the other
day about a tribe of Nepalese
villagers that climb out onto the
side of mountain cliffs to
collect hallucinogenic honey.
They are said to be possessed by
a Himalayan mountain spirit that
both compels and protects them to
collect this special nectar.

Another brief pause ensues.

GEOFF (CONT’D)
I’d like to believe in something
like that.

JEREMY
I think you need a hobby.

GEOFF
Perhaps.

3 INT. GEOFF’S CAR. SPRINGWOOD QLD. DAY. 3

Geoff sits in the driver’s seat of his small white Daewoo
Lanos, negotiating traffic. He wears thick-framed
sunglasses and earphones that are attached to an MP3
player. Completely immersed in his own musical atmosphere,
Geoff sings along, belting out the lyrics to the first
verse of Bob Dylan’s ’Subterranean Homesick Blues’. The
musical accompaniment to the song is heard extremely
faintly through his headphones.

4 INT. ART WORKS FRAMING STORE. SPRINGWOOD QLD. 4

Geoff enters Art Works Framing Store via the front
entrance. The store is extremely cramped and congested.
Picture frames displaying paintings, prints, photographs
and sports memorabilia are stacked around the store. There
are no customers present. Behind the counter stands a
diminutive Chinese lady, CHARLENE; she is both the store
owner and Geoff’s boss. Charlene immediately addresses
Geoff in a thick Chinese accent and speaks in ’Broken
English’.

CHARLENE
Oh Hello Geoff.

GEOFF
Hi Charlene, busy day so far?

CHARLENE
Oh yes, crazy in here today.
People just crazy. You know what
happen this morning? A lady come
in and she try make refund for
her husband cause he dead.
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GEOFF
Really?

CHARLENE
Yes! She want to make refund on
the complete order her dead
husband make.

GEOFF
Her dead husband made an order?

CHARLENE
Yes, he make order two weeks ago
for authentic signed football
jersey but by the time we make
delivery, he dead.

GEOFF
Oh gee, so did you give her the
refund then?

CHARLENE
No, the order, you know was
completed and paid for. She can’t
make refund for completed order
of her dead husband. You know
when you dead, you dead.

GEOFF
Yes I suppose you’re right. It’s
a delicate situation though.

CHARLENE
Delicate? It not delicate. I told
her, it simple. Dead cannot make
refund. I told her if the dead
could make refund, if everybody
make refund when someone die, I
go broke. She got very angry and
yell and shout abusive thing to
me. She really hit da roof. So I
ask her when her husband die and
she say last week! Her husband
die last week and she try to make
refund, crazy, just crazy.

GEOFF
It’s a strange thing to do a week
after your husband passed away.
But I guess people cope with
death in different ways.

CHARLENE
I think she no love him.
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GEOFF
What?

CHARLENE
I think the lady no love her dead
husband. She only wants his
dollars, that’s why she try make
refund. I mean refund for he who
is dead, she crazy. Maybe her
husband does not want refund?
Maybe he wants authentic signed
football jersey after he dead, I
don’t know? I cannot speak for
the dead, no-one can, they dead!

Geoff looks back and nods in agreement.

CHARLENE (CONT’D)
Very sad but at least he won’t
have to put up with crazy wife
anymore. You know maybe he happy
to be dead.

GEOFF
Maybe, I guess we will never
know.

CHARLENE
Okay, okay. Enough talkie talk, I
have delivery for you to make
it’s out the back.

Geoff walks to the backroom as Charlene continues to
instruct.

CHARLENE (CONT’D)
Is a very important order. We
been waiting 2 weeks for it to
return to store. Customer request
that it must be delivered before
1.30pm.

5 INT. GEOFF’S CAR SPRINGWOOD QLD. DAY. 5

Geoff places an awkwardly large painting on backseat of
his car, before assuming his position in the driver’s
seat. Ready to commence his delivery, Geoff turns on the
ignition, puts in his earphones and once again bops his
head as he listens to an inaudible song on his MP3 player.

En-route to the delivery, Geoff pulls up at a set of
traffic lights. The vehicle directly in front of him is a
family sedan being driven by a YOUNG MOTHER. The Young
Mother’s preschool aged DAUGHTER is seated in the back.
Preoccupied by the traffic lights, the Young Mother fails
to see that her Daughter has loosened her car-seat
restraints and is turned facing Geoff through the back
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seat window. After a few moments of blank staring, the
Daughter makes a peace sign with her right hand. Geoff
smiles. Suddenly the Daughter rotates the peace sign 180
degrees and places it upon her mouth. Geoff’s eyes widen.
The young girl then proceeds to poke her tongue out.

The extremely sexual gesture from a young girl comes as a
shock to Geoff and he watches on in disbelief as the young
girl ignorantly and cheekily continues the gesture.
Stunned by the situation, Geoff quickly indicates left,
before hastily merging into the adjacent left hand turning
lane. This erratic move does not pay off, as Geoff’s
driver side door is struck parallel by a speedy CYCLIST.

Geoff tries to open his door to assist the injured Cyclist
who lies squirming on the roadside, but he cannot open his
door. After a few moments of panic, Geoff shuffles over
the centre console and exits the passenger side door to
assist the injured Cyclist.

6 INT. GEOFF’S HOME. SPRINGWOOD QLD. NIGHT. 6

Geoff sits on his living room couch. Holding a phone to
his ear, once again talking to Tony The Radio Announcer on
the late night radio quiz, he is scrambling through
informative literary texts to find the answer to the
question posed to him by Tony. He is live on air.

TONY THE RADIO ANNOUNCER (O/S)
We are going to need an answer
thanks, Geoff. Do you have any
idea which Australian Cricketer
has taken the most Test wickets
at the Lord’s Cricket Ground?

GEOFF
Okay, no problem Tony. I’m not
sure but I’ll have an educated
guess and say Shane Warne.

Geoff is disconnected from the quiz. He sits in his seat
and listens as the quiz continues.

TONY THE RADIO ANNOUNCER (O/S)
No, sorry Geoff, it’s not Shane
Warne. Lord’s was always a bit of
a bogey ground for the legendary
leg spinner.

7 INT. ART WORKS FRAMING STORE. SPRINGWOOD QLD. DAY. 7

Jeremy enters Art Works Framing Store. Geoff stands at the
counter silently next to Charlene who greets Jeremy.

JEREMY
Hi Charlene.
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CHARLENE
Oh hello Jeremy. Long time, time.

JEREMY
It’s only been about a week
Charlene. But I guess you could
call that a long time. How’s
business?

CHARLENE
Oh not good, not good. So many
customers, but no one who wants
to buy.

JEREMY
I know what you mean, people are
the worst aren’t they?

CHARLENE
Oh yes they so bad.

JEREMY
Geoff, you nearly finished up?

GEOFF
Yep. Won’t be a moment.

Geoff leaves the counter and enters the back room.
Charlene watches Geoff’s departure closely. Once Geoff is
out of sight, she addresses Jeremy.

CHARLENE
You know lately Geoff not work so
good. He always late, yesterday
he miss delivery, we lose
customer. His mind busy. You know
why?

JEREMY
He’s just a bit worn out I
suppose.

CHARLENE
Worn out? He wore it out? What
wores him out?

JEREMY
Work I guess.

CHARLENE
How?

Jeremy shrugs.

JEREMY
He is a strange creature.
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CHARLENE
I need him very bad at the
moment, we so busy. What if he
quit? What should I do?

JEREMY
I’m not sure. But there’s nothing
to worry about. It’s not like
Geoff is going anywhere.

CHARLENE
Oh poor Geoff. You know, he okay.
Sometimes he is good worker. When
he want to be.

JEREMY
Oh I know what you mean, he is a
stubborn lad isn’t he?

CHARLENE
Yes ’stubborn’. Thank you that is
the word. I always searched for
this word, thank you Jeremy.

Geoff emerges from the backroom.

GEOFF
Okay. Charlene I’ve wrapped all
those orders for tomorrow, they
are all ready to go. Is there
anything else you need me to do
before I leave?

CHARLENE
No, no nothing. Have good weekend
Geoff.

Geoff nods.

GEOFF
You too. See you on Tuesday.

JEREMY
Bye Charlene, always a pleasure
to see you.

CHARLENE
Bye bye Jeremy, good to see you
also.

Geoff and Jeremy exit Art Works Framing Store.
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8 INT. DAY. GEOFF’S CAR. SPRINGWOOD QLD. 8

Geoff and Jeremy are seated in the front seat of Geoff’s
car. Geoff is in the drivers seat, Jeremy is a passenger.

JEREMY
Why didn’t you just enter through
you the driver side door?

GEOFF
The handle is busted.

Jeremy nods.

GEOFF (CONT’D)
So tell me, what’s this surprise
you were talking of?

JEREMY
It wouldn’t be a surprise if I
told you what it was, would it
now.

GEOFF
I suppose not.

JEREMY
Plus we have to do something
first.

GEOFF
Okay what is it?

JEREMY
I can’t tell you, it will spoil
it. We just have to go there.

GEOFF
Alright which way?

JEREMY
Head towards Springwood High.

Geoff starts the car and begins driving. He fumbles around
with his MP3 player, connects one of the earphones into
his left ear and hands Jeremy the remaining earphone.

JEREMY
What’s this?

GEOFF
Music. My radio is broken.

JEREMY
I see.

A silence falls over the conversation as Geoff and Jeremy
listen to the music-playing device.
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JEREMY (CONT’D)
I heard you on the radio again
last night. I could hear you
searching through books for the
answer.

GEOFF
No you couldn’t.

JEREMY
Yeah you’re right I couldn’t. But
you were searching through books
weren’t you?

GEOFF
Yeah so what?

JEREMY
Well if you are so desperate to
get the answers correct why don’t
you just look them up on the
Internet?

GEOFF
That’s cheating.

JEREMY
How is it any different to
riffling through books?

GEOFF
It just is.

JEREMY
Okay whatever helps you sleep at
night mate.

A short silence falls over the conversation as the duo
continue to listen to MP3 device while driving.

GEOFF
Oh this is a good tune.

JEREMY
It certainly is.

Geoff and Jeremy bop their heads, dance and again with no
musical accompaniment begin to sing the vocals to The
Smiths song ’Heaven Knows I am Miserable Now’. Neither
Geoff nor Jeremy know the lyrics word for word but they
melodically mutter through the words they do not know
before singing triumphantly in sync to the lyrics of the
chorus.

CUT TO:

Geoff and Jeremy arrive at Springwood High School.
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JEREMY
Just find a park, we have to wait
until school ends.

GEOFF
But it’s 2.30pm.

JEREMY
So?

Geoff pulls into a carpark adjacent to a sporting oval
just outside the school gates.

GEOFF
School doesn’t end until 3pm.

JEREMY
So?

GEOFF
That’s in 30 minutes.

JEREMY
And?

GEOFF
Well that’s 30 minutes from now.

JEREMY
Yes it is.

GEOFF
Well can you at least tell me why
we are here?

JEREMY
We have to pick Alexandra up from
school.

GEOFF
And what does this have to do
with the surprise?

JEREMY
Absolutely nothing, Mum just
called and asked if we could pick
her up and drop her home, she’s
busy. I thought you might be
reluctant to come here if I told
you.

GEOFF
Okay, but why are we here so
early?
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JEREMY
I guess I thought it would take a
little longer to get here. But
there is no need to worry, 30
minutes isn’t a long time to
wait.

CUT TO:

Geoff and Jeremy sit in the car, which is now parked
across the road from Springwood High School listening to
inaudible songs on MP3 device. Once again Jeremy breaks
the silence.

JEREMY
Hey do you remember that show ALF
from the 90s?

GEOFF
He’s that little hairy monster,
right?

JEREMY
Alien.

GEOFF
Really? I always thought he was a
monster.

JEREMY
Nah he’s an alien from the planet
Melmac.

GEOFF
Oh, have you been watching it?

JEREMY
Yep, I bought the box set on Ebay
the other day.

GEOFF
Any good?

JEREMY
Oh yeah. It’s so irreverent, ALF
will say anything to anyone. He
is completely unfiltered. I’ll
have to loan you the set when I’m
finished with it. It’s a great
show.

GEOFF
Sounds good.

A brief pause ensues.
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GEOFF (CONT’D)
You remember JAG?

JEREMY
The Naval Law program.

GEOFF
Yeah, it was pretty good too.

CUT TO:

Geoff and Jeremy sitting silently in the car, still
listening to the MP3.

GEOFF
Hey look at those guys!

Geoff points to the adjacent sporting oval where two men
in high visibility work clothes are standing in the basket
of an elevated Cherry Picker. It is an unusual sight as
the vehicle is parked in the middle of an isolated field
with no overhead structures in sight.

GEOFF (CONT’D)
What do you think they are doing?

JEREMY
Don’t ask me, I’m not a practical
person.

Geoff looks on in wonder, while Jeremy hardly acknowledges
the anomaly.

CUT TO:

Geoff and Jeremy sitting singing to The Beatles song
’Happiness Is A Warm Gun’. The melodic romp ends as Geoff
spots Jeremy’s sister, ALEXANDRA (16).

GEOFF
Hey is that Alex?

Geoff points out the car window.

JEREMY
Yep.

CUT TO:

Jeremy’s prim and proper teenage sister Alexandra sits in
the back sit of the backseat of Geoff’s car in her school
uniform. Geoff drives and Jeremy sits in the passenger
seat as Alexandra sits quietly listening to Geoff’s MP3
Player.



18.

GEOFF
Obviously we have to drop Alex
home, but where to then?

JEREMY
Logan North Aquatic and Fitness
Centre.

GEOFF
Where?

JEREMY
The council swimming pool.

9 EXT. COUNCIL SWIMMING POOL. SPRINGWOOD QLD. DAY. 9

Geoff and Jeremy stand poolside at Logan North Aquatic and
Fitness Centre. Fully clothed, the duo look out of place
as they watch an elderly group of bathers participate in a
synchronized swimming class. The elderly members of the
class are less than elegant in their aquatic activity;
some look as if they are almost drowning.

GEOFF
Is that guy drowning?

JEREMY
No but I think he needs floaties.

Geoff yells to the STRUGGLING SWIMMER.

GEOFF
Hey mate! Are you okay? Do you
need some help?

The Struggling Swimmer waves back to signal he is okay.

GEOFF (CONT’D)
So what are we doing here?

JEREMY
Lifesaving.

GEOFF
Excuse me?

JEREMY
Lifesaving. You said you wanted a
hobby, something rewarding like
that Fireman fella. Well what
better way to satisfy that urge
than by saving the lives of
others?

GEOFF
Okay but what do I do?



19.

JEREMY
Well I guess we supervise this
area of the pool to get an idea
of what being a lifesaver is all
about.

GEOFF
Don’t you have to be certified to
do that? We could probably get
into trouble.

JEREMY
Get in trouble from who? We are
merely surveying the activities
of the local pool. Just think of
it as an unofficial review of
local lifesavers. We don’t want
get involved with a bunch of
yahoo’s do we now?

GEOFF
We?

JEREMY
Yeah well, I’m a little
interested too. It seems like a
satisfying activity.

Suddenly an eager YOUNG BATHER (12) runs past Geoff and
Jeremy.

JEREMY
Hey no running on the pool deck
son, it’s dangerous.

The Young Bather immediately stops and turns to face Geoff
and Jeremy. He looks rather fierce and slightly smug.

YOUNG BATHER
I am very sorry sir. I won’t do
it again. I promise.

Geoff and Jeremy look at each other shocked at the Young
Bathers sincere response.

YOUNG BATHER (CONT’D)
You’re not going to reprimand me
are you sir?

JEREMY
No, you look like a respectful
young man and I don’t posses the
power to officially reprimand
you. Now run along. I mean, walk
along, and have a great day.
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YOUNG BATHER
Yes sir, my sincerest apologies.
Have a fine day also.

The Young Bather smiles, turns and walks away.

GEOFF
What a pleasant young man.

JEREMY
Yes, and unexpectedly eloquent.

CUT TO:

Geoff and Jeremy gaze out over the pool. Their eyes soon
meet with a YOUNG ATHLETIC LIFESAVER sitting on a poolside
highchair.

GEOFF (CONT’D)
Look at this guy up on the
highchair. He looks vigilant
doesn’t he?

JEREMY
Very.

GEOFF
Should we go and talk to him?

JEREMY
I don’t think so. He needs to
maintain his focus. Plus he’s
quite clearly a subordinate. We
need to talk to his superior.

The Young Athletic Lifesaver picks up a radio and begins
to converse.

GEOFF
Look! He’s got a radio, how cool
is that?

JEREMY
It’s pretty damn cool.

GEOFF
Do you think they talk in code?

JEREMY
Probably.

GEOFF
Hey look there’s another
Lifesaver. He looks like a
supervisor type.
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The SUPERVISING LIFESAVER in full uniform walks across the
pool deck opposite Geoff and Jeremy. He stops to talk to
the Young Athletic Lifesaver on the high chair before
proceeding to walk towards Geoff and Jeremy.

JEREMY
Oh look, he is heading over here.
Act like we aren’t doing anything
wrong.

GEOFF
But we’re not.

The Lifesaver walks past Geoff and Jeremy tilting his wide
brim hat to greet them.

LIFESAVER
Gentleman.

Geoff awkwardly responds by giving a military salute.

GEOFF
Good Afternoon sir.

10 INT. GEOFF’S PARENTS’ HOME. SPRINGWOOD QLD. NIGHT. 10

Geoff and Jeremy knock on the door of Geoff’s parents’
suburban home. They are greeted at the door by Geoff’s
Father, PETER.

PETER
Oh hey Geoff. Hey Jeremy; come
in, come in. What a nice
surprise.

JEREMY
Hey Pete.

GEOFF
Hey Dad, how are things going.

Geoff, Jeremy and Peter talk as they walk into the living
room.

PETER
Not so good son, I’m in the
doghouse with your mother again.

GEOFF
Gee what have you done this time?

PETER
Nothing really. I simply told
your mother that if I weren’t
married to her, I would probably
be in a relationship with a black
woman.
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GEOFF
Dad! That’s awful, why did you
say that?

PETER
Because I am an honest man! Is
that such a bad thing? Have
either of you seen the pedigree
of dark women these days? They
are magnificent I tell you. They
are truly exotic creatures that
were strictly off limits in my
day. Although, my second crazy
cousin Crazy John Macdonald did
court a young Samoan lady for a
time. But that didn’t work out.
Cultural differences I suspect.

GEOFF
Dad I’m pretty sure the things
you are saying are racist.

PETER
No, no they’re not son. See I am
an admirer of dark women. I have
always found them to be extremely
beautiful. It would be racist if
I didn’t fancy them.

JEREMY
The man has a point.

GEOFF
I suppose he does. So where’s
Mum?

PETER
She’s out the back gardening.
Don’t tell her you’ve been
conversing with me or you might
be in the doghouse too.

GEOFF
Alright.

Geoff exits the room and enters the backyard, where his
Mother ELIZABETH is gardening. Jeremy remains in the
living room with Peter.

GEOFF
Hey Mum how are you doing?

ELIZABETH
Oh awful, just awful. Your father
is a deviant.
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GEOFF
Oh yeah, he is attracted to dark
women. He told me.

ELIZABETH
You haven’t been talking to him
have you? It’s a disease you
know.

GEOFF
What?

ELIZABETH
His perversion.

GEOFF
Oh come on Mum, I think you are
overreacting a little. I mean how
long have you two been together?
40 years?

ELIZABETH
37.

GEOFF
And Dad has always been an honest
and respectable partner, right?

ELIZABETH
Well he has always been honest
for the most part, I’m not too
sure if he is respectable. His
bedroom manner is a little
depraved at times.

GEOFF
Oh gee Mum, thanks. Look I’m sure
this whole thing is just a phase,
you know how he is. It’s not like
he is going to leave you.

ELIZABETH
It’s not just the dark women you
know. He likes the Orientals, the
Spaniards, anything that is a
little different.

GEOFF
Come on now, don’t you think you
are going a little overboard.

ELIZABETH
No. No I don’t. He’s got videos
of these women, you know.
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GEOFF
Mum! I don’t think I’m the person
you should be speaking to about
this.

ELIZABETH
Well I don’t have anyone else to
talk to. I tried to talk about it
with your Aunty Jean but she said
it wasn’t any of her business.
And your Uncle Kingsley, well he
is just ridiculous.

GEOFF
That I can agree with.

ELIZABETH
So Geoffrey, could you please do
me a favour and talk to your
father? I can’t bear to see his
face. I just see the debauchery
in his eyes.

GEOFF
Okay I’ll bring it up with him.
But could you please help me find
something?

ELIZABETH
Sure honey, what do you need?

GEOFF
My old First Aid and CPR
certificates from high school.

ELIZABETH
Yes I know exactly where they
are.

CUT TO:

Geoff and Elizabeth walk back into the house only to find
Peter and Jeremy seated on the living room couch watching
a racy foreign program on television.

JEREMY
Now who is this?

Jeremy sits on the couch captivated by a racy image on the
Television screen.

PETER
That’s Serena, she’s an alluring
sort isn’t she?

Geoff and Elizabeth see what Jeremy and Peter are
watching. Elizabeth looks disgusted.
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ELIZABETH
Oh for the love of God! He’s at
it again.

GEOFF
Dad! Jeremy! What on earth are
you two watching?

Geoff walks over to the couch and picks up a foreign
sitcom DVD cover.

GEOFF (CONT’D)
Mum! It’s just a racy foreign
sitcom. You made it sound like
he’s been watching pornography.

ELIZABETH
It is pornography! You should
hear the things they talk about.
She slept with him, he slept with
her, she slept with her. It’s
smut! I even saw one of the girls
bare-chested.

PETER
No you didn’t. I told you, it was
a flesh coloured bikini.

JEREMY
Oh who was that?

PETER
Jennifer.

JEREMY
Nice.

ELIZABETH
She was naked I tell you. Naked!

PETER
She was not naked. I can show you
the scene if you are so
insistent.

CUT TO:

Geoff, Jeremy, Peter and Elizabeth gather closely around a
freeze-framed image of a scantily clad women in a flesh
coloured bikini on the television screen.

PETER
See, it’s a bikini, you can see
the straps.
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GEOFF
I’m not sure if you can call that
a swimsuit. It’s more like a
flesh coloured piece of string.

JEREMY
I think I can see a nipple.

Geoff scoffs.

GEOFF
No.

JEREMY
Yeah look on the left.

All three boys move closer to the television screen as
they gaze intently on the paused image.

PETER
It’s either a nipple or a large
mole, I can’t be sure.

JEREMY
Looks like a nipple to me.

ELIZABETH
Oh you’re all perverted! Get out
of here. Look what you’ve done,
Peter! You’ve turned these
impressionable young men into
sexual degenerates. Leave, leave,
just leave.

GEOFF
Oh come on Mum.

Elizabeth ushers the boys out the front door.

ELIZABETH
No I don’t want any excuses, you
are only encouraging your father
now. Get out of my house, the lot
of you.

GEOFF
Mum, Mum, Mum.

JEREMY
Goodbye Mrs. Soper, sincerest
apologies for the disturbance.
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11 EXT.GEOFFS’ BACKYARD PATIO. SPRINGWOOD. QLD. 11

Geoff, Jeremy and Peter sit at a tropical-like poolside
table. Jeremy and Peter chat while drinking instant coffee
from household mugs. Geoff quietly consumes cereal from a
bowl.

PETER
I can’t remember the exact
wording. It was something along
the lines of which 20th century
Nobel Laureate once said ’the
trouble with the world is that
the stupid are cocksure while the
intelligent are full of doubt’?
That was the question, right,
Geoff?

Geoff, with a spoon full of cereal in his mouth, nods in
agreement.

PETER (CONT’D)
I distinctly remember the word
cocksure.

JEREMY
It’s a memorable word, very
masculine. So what was the
answer?

PETER
Not sure. We got it wrong, so did
the lady after us, so we went to
bed. It was almost 1am.

JEREMY
Yeah it’s a tough quiz. It’s on
late, too.

Jeremy sips his coffee.

PETER
So tell me, what’s this
Lifesaving nonsense?

JEREMY
What do you mean nonsense?

PETER
Geoff said you were trying to
become Lifeguards or something.
That’s why you came over for the
First Aid Certificates.

JEREMY
It’s just a thought at the
moment. But yes we are looking
into getting our credentials.
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PETER
Well I have my reservations.

Geoff with a mouthful of cereal interjects.

GEOFF
Why?

PETER
Well you are both weak swimmers.
Remember when I saved you both
from drowning at Caloundra?

GEOFF
Dad, we were twelve.

JEREMY
The man has a point, Geoff. That
was pretty embarrassing. And
let’s face it, neither of us are
aquatically inclined.

GEOFF
No, we’re not, are we.

PETER
Just think about it boys, it
seems to be a foolhardy endeavour
for two lacklustre swimmers.

JEREMY
Perhaps.

Jeremy sips his coffee again in contemplation.

GEOFF
Now Dad, how long do you think
you will be staying here for?

PETER
I don’t know, ask your mother.

GEOFF
She won’t answer my calls.

JEREMY
It will all blow over pretty
quickly won’t it?

PETER
I don’t know. Liz can be pretty
cocksure about these things. She
likes to make a point out of
small incidents like these.
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GEOFF
It’s true she is a stubborn lady.
But listen Dad, I don’t want you
here too long.

PETER
Why not? It’s not like you don’t
have the extra room. And
remember, the house belongs to my
mother in law. So technically you
are just a tenant.

GEOFF
Yes you’re right. I am the tenant
and I don’t want you here.

PETER
This is pretty much all your
fault anyway. Your mother
certainly wasn’t happy with me
prior to your visit, but if you
two didn’t come over and blow
everything out of proportion I
wouldn’t even be here.

GEOFF
Perhaps.

A brief pause comes over the conversation.

JEREMY
So Pete, I have a strange
question for you.

PETER
Proceed.

JEREMY
I just want to know when this
fascination with exotic women
started?

PETER
Oh Jeremy, a long, long time ago.
When I was in Grade 10.

JEREMY
Grade 10?

PETER
Yes in Grade 10, my art teacher
Mr. Bell-Turner was really
interested in portrait
photography and one day he
brought in a collection of black
and white portraits from Harper’s
Bazaar for the class to study. I

(MORE)
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PETER (CONT’D)
guess it was a pretty avant-garde
collection for its time because
the models were rather racially
diverse, perhaps a quarter of
them were of African, Asian or
Hispanic descent. Being an all
boys school the artistic value of
the photographs were overlooked
by the majority of students in
the class. Most of the boys made
stupid sexual remarks as they
passed the pictures around from
one student to another. The
photos that caused the most fuss
with the boys were those of
typical 1970s Caucasian women
styled like ’Twiggy’, as that was
the fashion at the time. Anyhow,
I did my best to judge the
photographs on their artistic
merit, but my primal nature as a
man or boy reared its head when I
was passed a photograph of a
beautiful woman with smooth dark
skin, welcoming eyes and
perfectly tangled hair that
seemed too rugged to have been
tamed, but too flawless to have
been naturally styled. Now I must
have gazed at that photo for
about 5 minutes. I was in
complete and utter awe of that
woman. I didn’t know who the
model was and I still don’t today
and it didn’t really matter to be
honest. She was just the most
extraordinary creature I had ever
laid my eyes upon. And from that
moment onwards, exotic women have
fascinated me.

GEOFF
I never knew you took art classes
in High School.

PETER
I only took it for one year in
Grade 10. I stopped taking the
class about 3 months after I saw
those photos.

JEREMY
Why, Pete? The way you talk about
these photographs sounds like you
were really passionate about art.
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PETER
Oh I was really passionate,
that’s for sure. But it wasn’t
about art. It was about these
truly incredible women that I was
exposed to for the very first
time. Honestly that was the only
art class that ever interested
me. Plus the classes got a bit
unusual later in the year and
that really put me off.

GEOFF
What happened?

PETER
It was just the Teacher, Mr.
Bell-Turner, really. We never
really clicked. The other boys
loved him; some of them even
considered him a friend. I can
still remember the day I decided
to drop art as a subject. It was
at the end of Term 4 and exams
had just finished, so we had a
free afternoon period. It was a
really hot November day and
obviously we didn’t have the
luxury of air conditioning in
those days, so Mr. Bell-Turner
asked if we wanted to hike to the
swimming holes at Mt. Sugarloaf.
Needless to say this was a
popular idea amongst the
students. So we jumped in the bus
and headed up to the waterholes,
which were only about a 20-minute
drive away. I can still remember
the comedic song Danny Dominko
sung to the class to entertain us
on the drive up. I will sing it
for you later. Anyhow that
semester Mr. Bell-Turner had been
teaching us about Romanticism and
Naturalism, so he bought his
camera along with him hoping to
capture a few pictures in that
style. It all seemed quite normal
at the time and we jumped in the
waterhole and swam as he took
photos of both the scenery and
us. After about 15 minutes of us
swimming and taking photos, Mr.
Bell-Turner piped up and said
that the photos were looking
great but they lacked an artistic
motif, a sense of ’the now’ as he

(MORE)
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PETER (CONT’D)
put it. So he suggested that if
we removed our clothes and swam
naked it might make for a more
natural, a more ’real’ photo. I
remember being immediately
uncomfortable with the request,
and it was just that: a request.
He said that if we weren’t
comfortable with it that it was
fine. But being an all boys
school most of the class were
comfortable with their adolescent
bodies and obliged.

Geoff and Jeremy listen on with shocked faces.

PETER (CONT’D)
So almost the entire class, in
fact if I remember correctly
everyone except Nicholas
Anastopoulou and myself, swam in
the Mt. Sugarloaf Waterhole naked
as the day they were born while
Mr. Bell-Turner took photographs
on his camera.

Peter finishes his story and sips his coffee in
contemplation. Geoff and Jeremy sit silently, disturbed by
the story they have just heard. A brief pause comes over
the conversation before Peter begins to sing the first and
second verse of the pop song ’Little Spanish Flea’
popularised by Julius Wechter. He sings slowly and
thoughtfully, with lyrics that are slightly incorrect.

PETER (CONT’D)
’There was a little Spanish flea.
A record star he thought he’d be.
He’d heard of singers like Elvis.
The Monkees he’d seen on TV. Why
not a little Spanish flea? And so
he hid. Inside a doggie from
Madrid’. Arriving here in the
city. Still singing his fifth
harmony. As brave as any flea
could be’.

Peter finishes singing.

PETER (CONT’D)
I can’t remember the rest of the
verses but that was the song
Danny Dominko sung on the bus. He
had a little dance to go with it
where he pretended to be a flea.
It was perfectly crafted for the
demographic of his audience.
Comedically it absolutely killed.
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END.


